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Changes in Con Fire fire prevention ordinance explained at council meeting

By Lou Fancher

Contra Costa County Assistant
Fire Chief Chris Bachman at the
Aug. 28 Lafayette City Council
meeting addressed the most re-
cent amendments to the Cali-
fornia fire code and definitions
related to exterior hazard
abatement, defensible space,
and rules governing the sale or
transfer of property, during an
update regarding Con Fire
regulations.

Fire prevention measures
impacting Lafayette residents
arising from the county’s re-
quired ordinance that is re-
viewed every three years, ac-
cording to Bachman, includes
an amendment removing sec-
tion 321, which involves exte-
rior fire hazard control, but
lacked language about defensi-
ble space inspections and other
specific details. Bachman said
fire officials had been hearing
from contractors that the ordi-
nances across fire districts in
Contra Costa County were in-
consistent. As a result, fire offi-
cials along with department su-
pervisors examined the ordi-
nances line-by-line to make
sure the language is consistent

throughout the district
jurisdictions.

Bachman said that Section
321 information about hazard
definitions, control measures,
and inspection standards were
largely retained and still appear
in updated form in the city’s
ordinance with added details
about compliance, zoning, in-
spections, how to abate weeds,
the requirements for creating
and maintaining full wildfire
breaks and more.

Among other notable up-
dates in the ordinance are im-
provements made to Section 4,
which refers to the sale or
transfer of property and in the
past has generated consider-
able questions from residents.
Bachman said the fuel mitiga-
tion inspection requirements
when selling or transferring
property are state mandated
and under Assembly Bill 38,
only apply to properties in very
high fire severity zones. In-
stead of calling out the specific
“very high” inspection state
statutes, Section 4 language re-
mains general so that if the
state changes the rules - for ex-
ample, next year requiring in-
spections in low, moderate, or

high fire severity zones — the
section will still apply and not
need to be modified.

Program updates include
the initiation of the Wildfire
Mitigation Program. Imple-
mented countywide and funded
by Measure X, a sales tax initia-
tive, the program was approved
by the county Board of Super-
visors to provide $2 million an-
nually to do mitigation work.
Bachman emphasized the ini-
tiative uses a community-
driven approach and has
neighborhoods, fire safety
councils, and city staff propose
programs to the local fire de-
partment. The fire department
then grades the proposals, rat-
ing the ideas for importance
within their communities, and
he noted the county will even-
tually get to all of the proposals.

Examples of mitigation
projects, Bachman said, are
community chipping days, fire
trail cleanup, removal of dead
trees, evacuation route im-
provements, home hardening,
low-income exterior hazard
control funding, and more. He
said 66 projects are currently in
the queue and 39 have been
completed.

Bachman recommended
every resident should review
their evacuation zone, sub-
scribe to the Community Warn-
ing System to receive emer-
gency messages from the
county, and protect their
home’s defensible space by
identifying vegetation hazards
and making plans to mitigate
them.

Questions from the council
began with Council Member
Susan Candell, who asked about
enforcement and what the city
might do. Bachman said an
item like removal of dead trees
had residents asking about per-
mits for tree removal. “Make
sure your city staff is aware of
the program,” he advised,
adding Con Fire would work
with staff to clarify how their
efforts could be coordinated.
Handbooks and flyers with all
of the information and the or-
dinance he said are available to
the public on the Con Fire web-
site (cccfpd.org).

Other questions from the
council led Bachman to reiter-
ate that the county is following
Cal Fire standards, which
means weed abatement applies
countywide and although the

defensible space maps are ex-
pected to be updated, inspec-
tion requirements currently
apply only in very high fire
severity zones. As to the in-
spections required during the
sale of a property in one of
those zones, Bachman said the
district is able to get to them
rapidly and in the event there is
delay, there is language allow-
ing homeowners to state they
are aware of the inspections
and wildfire mitigation actions
necessary. The requirement
will therefore not delay the sale
of a property.

A question from a member
of the pubic referred to cleanup
abatement at the BART station.
Bachman suggested requests or
concerns about fire issues
should be sent to info@cc-
cfpd.org. Checked every morn-
ing, the email messages are for-
warded to the appropriate de-
partment and an email re-
sponse will be sent outlining
the next steps to expect.

Council Member Wei-Tai
Kwok said educating the public
was vital and coordinating with
the county to “get the word out”
is a high priority.

Housing Element discussion continues at Lafayette Council meeting

By Lou Fancher

Lafayette City Council members
at the regular meeting Aug. 28
heard a report from staff re-
garding the State Department of
Housing and Community De-
velopment’s comments received
in late March and the review
and revisions made by staff to
the Lafayette 6th Cycle Housing
Element and Environmental
Impact Report (EIR).

Senior Planner Renata Rob-
les, Housing Consultant Diana
Elrod, and Planning and Build-
ing Director Greg Wolff pre-
sented an analysis of the im-

pacts of growth stemming from
the housing plan and housing
opportunity sites identified to
accommodate the mandated
Regional Housing Needs Alloca-
tion of 2,114 assigned to
Lafayette. An additional re-
quired buffer pushes the totals
to approximately 3,000 new
housing units between 2023-
31. Notably, the Housing Ele-
ment is required by state law to
contain programs to Affirma-
tively Further Fair Housing.
Robles began with an out-
line of the review that included
revisions adopted based on the
HCD comments, a meeting in
July with an HCD reviewer, as

well as technical assistance
from consultants Veronica Tam
& Associates, information about
Affirmatively Furthering Fair
Housing programs, and changes
to the opportunity sites inven-
tory. Requests had been made
to consider the inventory
should include church parcels
and the DeSilva South property,
if staff should seek an addi-
tional CEQA review on the
AFFH programs or sites inven-
tory, and various other
revisions.

The HE revisions were re-
viewed on July 10 by the council
and received, according to Rob-
les, “extensive public com-

ment.” There is no specific
deadline to submit the edits to
HCD, but staff is working
rapidly to complete the revi-
sions and satisfy the requests
from HCD to explain the sub-
missions with more detail and
clarity. Robles said additional
changes await pending inven-
tory decisions from the council.
Speaking of the AFFH pro-
gram specifically, Robles said
effort had been made to expand
the opportunities beyond the
downtown area. Based on input
from council and meetings held,
staff research regarding multi-
family housing looked at in-
creasing the maximum density

allowed from 17 to up to 30
units per acre, promoting a
range of unit sizes, and pro-
hibiting short-term rentals.

In changes to AFFH, short-
term rentals were removed;
church sites are not obligated,
but have opportunity to provide
affordable housing and choices
about details to best suit afford-
able housing projects on indi-
vidual properties; and clarifica-
tions were made that led to an
improved map illustrating areas
within 1/4 mile of downtown
boundaries; and creation of and
ramifications of allowing a
range of unit sizes within a pro-
ject. ... continued on Page A3

b

L]
Kurt Piper Group

KURT PIPER

GROUP

KURT PIPER
Broker Associate
$25.818.8000
kurtpipergroup.com
DRE 01130308

COMPASS

Compassis a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented
herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or
withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

KURT'S MARKET
ACTIVITY

PENDING!

Zillow

Reviews

44 Bates Boulevard, Orinda

Offered at $1,895,000

Coveted Lafayette Trail Charmer
Offered at $1,649,000

Modern Co;do in the Heart of DowntEan Lafayette
Offered at $1,035,000

BATTERSBY.

29 St. Stephens Drive, Orinda

29StStephensDr.com
3792 Sq Ft* 4 Bedrooms + Office 3.5 Baths .49 Acre*

Modern architecture meets views in this convenient
and desirable Orinda location. Designed to showcase
natural light & bring the outdoors in, this sophisticated,

gated retreat offers serenity & a fantastic floor plan.

Offered for $2,350,000

Ashley Battersby
(925) 323-9955
DRE# 01407784
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
@ashleybattersbyhome
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